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SUB J : VISIT OF IVORY COAST MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
REF: PRETORIA 3449 

1. TWELVE-DAY VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA OF IVORY COAST MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION DONA-FOLOGO ATTRACTED CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC 
ATTENTION HERE. ALTHOUGH SCHEDULED PRE-DEPARTURE PRESS 
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HONESTLY HAVE BEEN FOR GIVEN EXCUSE OF FATIGUE, DONA-FOLOGO'S 
FREQUENT AND EARLIER REMARKS TO VARIOUS SOUTH AFRICAN 
GROUPS RECEIVED HEAVY PRESS COVERAGE. AFRIKAANS PRESS 
TENDED TO STRESS HIS OFT-REPEATED JUSTIFICATIONS FOR 
PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET BOIGNY'S POLICY OF DIALOGUE WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA, WHILE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PERIODICALS GAVE MORE 
ATTENTION TO HIS VIEW THAT SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY "POISONED" 

BY RACISM. SEVERAL DAYS AFTER HIS DEPARTURE, SAG MININFORMA- 
TION CONNIE MULDER SAID THAT DONA-FOLOGO HAD BEEN DISTURBED 
BY PRESS REPORTS INDICATING HE HAD CALLED SOUTH AFRICAN 
SOCIETY "SICK". MULDER STATED THAT VISITING MINISTER HAD 
TOLD HIM THAT "SICK" TAG APPLIED NOT TO SOCIETY AS A WHOLE, 

BUT RATHER ONLY TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WHOM MULDER 
IDENTIFIED AS EXTREMISTS. 

2. AT MEETING WITH TRANSKEI CHIEF MINISTER MATANZIMA, 
DONA-FOLOGO REPORTEDLY URGED HIM NOT TO BE DISCOURAGED BY 
CRITICISM LEVELED BY THOSE WHO DO NOT WISH TO SEE INDEPENDENT 
TRANSKEI. FROM PRESS REPORTS IT DIFFICULT TO ESTABLISH 
WHETHER IVORY COAST VISITOR WAS ENDORSING POLICY OF HOME- 
LANDS INDEPENDENCE OR SIMPLY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT BLACKS 
EQUALLY CAPABLE OF NATION BUILDING AS WHITES. 

3. COMMENT: FROM SAG POINT OF VIEW VISIT A PROFITABLE ONE. 

SAG APPARENTLY PREPARED TO PUT UP WITH HEATED CRITICISM 
FROM VOCAL RIGHT WING POLITICAL GROUP (HNP) WHICH HAS 
CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED DETENTE MOVES AND WAS PARTICULARLY 
CHOLERIC ABOUT VISIT OF RACIALLY MIXED COUPLE TO SOUTH 
AFRICA. SOURCES REPORT SOME SAG OFFICIALS HAD SECOND 
THOUGHTS ABOUT USEFULNESS OF VISIT AS A RESULT OF DONA- 
FOLOGO'S REPEATED ATTACKS ON APARTHEID. HOWEVER, THIS 
MINORITY VIEW. SAG, AND ESPECIALLY THOSE WITHIN DEPART- 
MENT OF INFORMATION WHICH SPONSORED AND COORDINATED TRIP, 
AWARE ENOUGH TO REALIZE THAT MANY BLACK VISITORS MUST, 

OUT OF NECESSITY AS WELL AS CONVICTION, CONDEMN SOUTH 
AFRICAN RACIAL SCENE TO FORESTALL CRITICISM OF THEIR VERY 
PRESENCE HERE. SOME IN INFORMATION DEPARTMENT ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT DONA-FOLOGO'S TOUR AND ARE PREDICTING IT WILL PAVE 
WAY FOR MORE AFRICAN STATESMEN TO VISIT SOUTH AFRICA. 
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RM FOR ABIDJAN: WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY PERSONAL 
IMPRESSIONS DONA-FOLOGO MIGHT SHARE WITH EMBASSY ABIDJAN, 
INCLUDING ANY COMMENT HE MIGHT HAVE ABOUT CONNIE MULDER'S 
STATEMENT TO SA PRESS "CORRECTING" DONA-FOLOGO'S REPORTED 
REMARK ABOUT A SICK SOCIETY. 
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